MAPLEWOOD
BAPTIST
CHURCH

A CELEBRATION OF 15 YEARS OF LIFE, LOVE AND MINISTRY

Unless the Lord builds a house, its builders labor over it in vain

(Psalm 127:1 HCSB)

This book is dedicated
to the people of
Maplewood Baptist Church,
past, present and future.
They are the lay men and women who
consider it a privilege to serve the Lord
and to provide for the needs of His
household.
It is also dedicated to
Maplewood’s children and youth. It is
our sincere desire that they will inherit,
through the ministry of this church, the
triumph of our Christian faith.

MAPLEWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH
1100 Maplewood Dr.
Yadkinville, N.C. 27055
(336) 679-3555
www.maplewoodbc.org

IN THE BEGINNING ...
It was on Sept. 16, 1992 that 12 people met in the basement of Paul and Lou Hutchens‟
Yadkinville home for a prayer meeting, a group that also included Phillip Graham, Jim and Una
Graham, Joyce Hamby, Lynn Winters, John and Ima Paulson, Martha Graham, Vera Poindexter and
Ruth Crater. Nothing was quite official at the moment, nothing was cast in stone. All that was certain
was that the group had a desire to honor their Lord.
On Nov. 29, 1992, the first “official” worship service of what is today Maplewood Baptist
Church was held at Ace‟s Restaurant. Rev. Larry Daniels, a Friend‟s minister, spoke. The offering taken that day came to $527.10.
“This was a major step for us,” wrote Ima Paulson in her notes on the history of the church.
“We all felt uplifted. It was a great day for us all. Someone from the youth supplied us with a
keyboard for our music.”
A week later, services were moved to the Yadkin Baptist Association building and would
remain there for more than two years, while the church‟s new building was under construction. Shortly after moving to the association‟s building, Fred Reece, who‟d retired from Green Street
Baptist Church in High Point, came on board as a supply minister.
DID YOU KNOW?
*Before our church was even named, it had a budget.
Weekly offering came to $700, with an estimated yearly
budget of $36,400.
*The first business meeting of the new church was held
Dec. 8, 1992 at the home of Paul and Lou Hutchens.
During that meeting, it was agreed that the
congregation would temporarily go by the name
Yadkin Baptist Fellowship, following a motion by Phillip
Graham. It was also decided that Joyce Hamby would be
hired as a part-time secretary, a position she still holds.
The meeting was closed by Lou reading Psalms 64.
*Fred Pepper was the first person baptized as a member
of the church. It took place on April 18, 1993 at Bear
Creek Church.
*The top 10 names for the church were voted on during
an Aug. 15, 1993 meeting. Maplewood Baptist Church
was announced as the winner three days later. Other
names considered were Calvary Knoll, Rolling Hills and
United Believers.

The first bulletin issued for the Yadkin Baptist
Fellowship. Frieda Pepper Collection

A decision to constitute the new church was made on
Feb. 10, 1993. On April 4, the constituting service was
held at the Yadkin Baptist Association building, with
representatives from the North Carolina Baptist and
Yadkin Baptist Associations people initially joined as
charter members (At left is a program from the service).
Charter membership was kept open until June 6, 1993,
when a total of 55 people had signed up. Frances

Johnson Collection

The people were there, but the meeting place was only temporary.
Members of the church voted on July 18, 1993 to purchase a tract of nearly 17
acres on Shacktown Road. A Challenge to Build fundraising program began
with a another vote on Jan. 26, 1994. Shown below left are members of the
program‟s steering committee. Two months later, church members voted
again to accept a master site plan (below right). The plan called for a treelined driveway, outdoor worship area and also provided for expansion.

Frances Johnson Collection

Maplewood
Baptist Church was off
and running. It now had
members, a name, land
and a plan. Yadkin
County would never be
the same.
To mark the one-year
anniversary of its first
meeting, a picnic service
was held on the church‟s
newly purchased land
(right). Frances Johnson,

Carolyn Graham (picnic
photo) Collections

YADKIN BAPTIST
FELLOWSHIP
CHARTER MEMBERS

John L. Paulson
Ima Paulson
Lou T. Hutchens
Travis Murphy
Paul N. Hutchens
Frieda Pepper
Fred Pepper
Mrs. W.D. Todd Sr. (Louisa)
Gloria T. Long
James L. Graham
Una C. Graham
Tammy Lynn Graham
Heather Lee Graham
Myra Lynn Graham Winters
Martha Inscore Graham
Phillip R. Graham
Carolyn P. Graham
Jason R. Graham
Jettie I. Hudspeth
Ellis C. Hamby
Joyce N. Hamby
Beth Hamby
Matthew Hamby
Hazel C. Shore
Betty C. Shore
Robert G. Shore
Brian Shore
Dee Miller
Sandra Sisk
Greg Sisk
Dorothy M. Shore
Carl I. Shore Jr.
Timothy Carl Shore
Nancy G. Scott
Charles E. Scott
Keith E. Scott
Nell Newell
Frances Johnson
Donald Johnson
Josephine Johnson
Chris Johnson
Ruth Crater
Chiquita Branon
Gene Branon Sr.
Allison M. Turner
Elise P. Eskew
Norma T. Casstevens
Gina Long
Mitchell Davis
Kay M. Davis
Michelle Davis
Darian Mendenhall
Vera Poindexter
Robin Shore Cranfill
Bradley Cranfill

THE GROUND BREAKING
Barely a month after calling Freddie Braswell as its first full-time
minister, a ground breaking ceremony was held at the site on
which Maplewood now stands. The ceremony took place on Aug.
28, 1994. Frieda Pepper Collection

Wayne Honeycutt served
as the contractor for our
building‟s construction,
and at one point, gave his
testimony during a service
under the stars at the site.

Frances Johnson Collection

If this looks dirty and messy, it‟s only because it was. The actual
construction process on the building began in October 1994. Nine
months later, Maplewood moved into its present location.

Frances Johnson Collection

Brother and sister Matthew and Beth Hamby (left)
drive one of the thousands of nails that were used
in the construction of the church. Tom Perkins
(below) … always with a smile. Frieda Pepper ,

Frances Johnson Collections

From up here, the project doesn‟t look all that imposing. Up
close and personal, however, construction of Maplewood‟s
facility was incredibly hard work. Charter member Gene
Branon took this photo from his airplane. Frieda Pepper

Collection

Unfinished classrooms and hallway of
the Sunday School wing. Frances

Johnson Collection

Fred!!! Pay attention!!! Your thumb … too late. Fred Pepper
gives new meaning to putting his BLOOD, sweat and tears
into the task at hand. At least ol‟ Fred appears to be a Red
Sox fan. Frieda Pepper Collection

The church was all but finished, but the
mud would remain for quite some time
as the turf came in. As a result, many a
visitor to the new church accidentally
tracked dirt through the hallways. Car-

olyn Graham Collection

Aside from the steeple, the chandelier in the narthex is
probably one of Maplewood‟s most distinctive features.
Like most everything else in the construction of the
church, it was tough going getting the decorative piece in
place. Frieda Pepper Collection

Hazel Shore (above, second from
left) helps sons Carl and Robert,
as well as daughter-in-law Betty,
finish one of the church‟s
restrooms.

There was obviously still some
work to be done, but an Easter
sunrise service was held in the
sanctuary on April 16, 1995.

Frieda Pepper, Frances Johnson
Collections

The most visible symbol of Maplewood is its steeple,
which was raised March 28, 1995. Those present
signed their names to a poster that was placed inside
the steeple (below). Frances Johnson Collection

From its
base to the
tip of the
cross, the
steeple is
38 1/2 feet
tall. It was
placed by
Piedmont
Fiberglass
out of
Mooresville,
N.C.

Never was Maplewood‟s willingness to
pitch in and do what needed to be
done more evident than in May 1995,
when many from the community met
to lay brick for the building. As many
as 150 people were on site to help
out. Frances Johnson, Carolyn

Graham, Frieda Pepper Collections

“It‟s not so someone will say, „Oh,
what a nice thing you‟re doing.‟ It‟s
because I‟m a Christian and I hope
that others will come to know Jesus
through this church.” — Billie Gray,

Not everyone can lay brick,
but that didn‟t seem to
matter. Many people helped
out by carrying bricks and
supplies to the skilled brick
masons, and they also
cleaned trash, washed
windows and cooked
breakfast and lunch.

wife of brick mason Mike Gray
(Winston-Salem Journal, May 26,
1995). Although they were not
members of Maplewood, the Grays
left their Lumberton home at 3 a.m. to
volunteer their services at the new
church.

Frieda Pepper,
Frances Johnson,
Carolyn Graham
Collections

Carolyn Graham
Collection

DEDICATION SUNDAY
The first Sunday School classes and worship service in the new building were held on July 9, 1995. A service of
dedication was held a month later, on Aug. 13. With just a few weather-related exceptions, we‟ve been there every Sunday since. Frieda Pepper, Gloria Long, Frances Johnson Collections

The growing
congregation poses for
a picture just after its
last worship service at
the Yadkin Baptist
Association building,
on July 2, 1995.

A HELPING HAND
Whenever someone — anyone — has needed help, members of Maplewood Baptist Church have been
quick to respond. A case in point?
A fundraiser for Nathan Vestal and his family was held Aug. 5, 2006, to help offset the expense of the
young man‟s two liver transplants. Raffles were held, chicken was barbequed and cars were shown. In the end,
an incredible $19,221.01 was raised that day to benefit Nathan and his family, which includes parents Darryl
and Donnie, as well as older sisters Katie and Jamie.
In the months since, with various other contributions factored in, the total raised for the Vestal fund
has reached approximately $25,000.

Nathan Vestal is held by his dad, Darryl.

Sara Billings, Frances Johnson Collections

Those who helped with the
chicken barbeque began
work before 4 a.m. It was
very hot and extremely
smoky … and well worth
the effort.

Maplewood also
became a parking lot
for some beautiful
vintage cars, courtesy
of the Yadkin Valley
Cruisers.

One of the first outward
expressions of Maplewood‟s desire
to help the Vestal family was
through this yard sale.

IN MEMORY
Then he said, “Jesus, remember
me when You come into Your
kingdom.” And He said to him, “I
assure you: Today you will be
with me in paradise” (Luke 23:
42-43 HCSB).
Martha Graham

Josephine Johnson

Louisa Todd

Jerry Hudspeth

Ruth Crater

Bill Nix

Vera Poindexter
Joanie Welborn

Ella Mae Obenshain

Peggy Spillman
Hazel Shore

Richard Kenna

Ima Paulson

Roger Necessary

Billie Talley

Roger Mackie

FREDDIE BRASWELL
Freddie Braswell answered the call to become Maplewood‟s first
full-time pastor on July 24, 1994. Freddie is a fourth-generation
minister, and came to Maplewood from Northside Baptist
Church in Burlington. Freddie would serve as our pastor until
2003, when he and his family — which includes wife Wanda and
children Christopher and Bethany — moved to Emerald Isle
Baptist Church near the state‟s coast.

Freddie was Maplewood‟s pastor
… and also its Santa Claus
during one Yadkinville Christmas
parade. If the truth be known, it
took more than a little coaxing
to get him into the outfit.

Frances Johnson Collection

Freddie officiated the wedding of Rick and
Jeanie Houston on January 27, 1996. A
pastor friend of Jeanie‟s forgot that he was
supposed to say the closing prayer, and after
a long and awkward pause, Rick can be
heard on a tape of the ceremony urging his
pastor to “Pray, Freddie. Pray.” Houston

Family Collection

One of the highlights of Freddie‟s tenure
at Maplewood was a roast that was given
in his “honor.” Despite being teased
about his golf game, among other things,
Freddie obviously had a good time.

Frances Johnson Collection

Several people from the church helped move Freddie and his
family into their new home.
Pictured clockwise from top are Chris Johnson, Paul Hutchens,
Bradley Cranfill, Jason Graham, Robin Cranfill, John Paulson,
Frances Johnson, Christopher, Wanda, Bethany, Fred Pepper,
Freddie, Mitch Davis, Robert Shore and Donald Johnson. Frances

Johnson Collection

JIMMY LANCASTER
Jimmy Lancaster began his full-time pastorate at Maplewood on Aug. 1,
2004. He brings a distinct enthusiasm for ministry to the table. If he‟s not
in his immaculate office, you can more than likely find Jimmy out on a visit
somewhere … or anywhere. Hospitals, shut-ins, homes. It doesn‟t
matter. Jimmy has been married to Penny since 1990, and they have three
children — Jeremy, Patrick and Jessica.

Penny, Jeremy, Patrick and
Jessica are saints …
absolute saints. Why? Because they put up with
Jimmy, that‟s why. Frances

Johnson, Lancaster Family
Collections

The children‟s sermon has always been a Sunday
morning tradition at Maplewood. Here, Jimmy holds
the rapt attention of his young audience. Frances

Johnson Collection

If it‟s easier to get a camel
through the eye of a needle
than a rich man into heaven, from the look on Jimmy‟s face, you can just forget about this thread!!!
Frances Johnson Collection

INTERIM PASTORS
Warren Kerr was Maplewood‟s first interim
pastor, beginning with a service on Sept. 12,
1993. He would provide the guidance and
leadership the young congregation needed to
get on its feet. All Warren Kerr Photos This

Page: Frances Johnson Collection

Warren and Louise Kerr.

Warren speaks during the first service
held on the land that would eventually be
our home. The date was Sept. 15, 1993, the
first anniversary weekend of the initial
meeting of the 12 people who would grow
into Maplewood Baptist Church.

Maplewood‟s first interim pastor, Warren
(left) poses here with Fred Reece and
Freddie Braswell. Fred served as a
supply minister until the church landed
Warren, who then turned the reigns over
to Freddie, our first full-time pastor.

In ministry for an amazing 50 years, Jimmy Hinson had served in countless churches as an interim pastor when he came to Maplewood in that
capacity. He and wife Margaret came to be a
much-loved part of our congregation. Frances

Johnson, Jeanie Houston Collections

Jimmy and Margaret Hinson.

THE MAPLEWOOD 500
The name on the
coveralls may say “Harold Miller,” but that‟s actually a
17-year-old Donald Johnson
(left) with NASCAR legend Rex
White. Donald served on White‟s
pit crew in the late 1950s. Baity

Tire Collection

Rick Houston has spent most
of his time in NASCAR as a
reporter, but here he‟s shown
driving the pace car prior to a
November 2000 Busch Series
race in Homestead, Fla.
Buckshot Jones (00) and Ron
Hornaday are right behind
Rick. Rick Houston Collection
Tim Shore (facing camera) had what was
perhaps the most dangerous job of any of
those at Maplewood who‟d been involved in
racing. Tim went over the wall during pit
stops as a tire carrier for drivers Jimmy Spencer, Todd Bodine, Joe Nemechek and Sterling
Marlin. Dorothy Shore Collection

Tim Driver (above, holding tire) helps service Michael Waltrip‟s
Bahari Racing Pontiac at Bristol in 1989. Tim drove Go-Karts for
25 years, and has worked for a number of NASCAR teams. Allen
Styers (right) pulls a tire back over the wall at the famed
Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Like Tim, Allen has helped several
teams during his motorsports career. Tim Driver, Allen Styers

Collections

As an audio technician for CBS,
Tom Perkins was an eyewitness to
history. During his 30-year career
with the network, Tom worked
with both Edward R. Murrow and
Walter Cronkite, the two most
legendary television journalists
ever.
Tom became friends with Carl
Sandburg after taking part in
Murrow‟s interview with the
famed poet. He was there as
Murrow locked horns with Sen.
Joseph McCarthy, an confrontation
highlighted by the recent movie
Good Night, And Good Luck. He‟s
flown on Air Force One with four
different U.S. Presidents —
Johnson, Nixon, Ford and Carter.
He helped put news of John F.
Kennedy‟s assassination on the
air.
Here, Tom is shown at a standard
control console in CBS‟ New York
studio. Today, not only is Tom a
big part of Maplewood, but so is
his extended family, which
includes his daughter and
son-in-law, Carolyn and Phillip
Graham, two grandchildren and
five great-children. Tom Perkins

Collection

Pierre Hamel played a total of 69 games in the
National Hockey League for the Toronto Maple
Leafs in the 1974-75 and 1978-79 seasons, as
well as for the Winnipeg Jets during the 197980 and 1980-81 campaigns. Rick Houston

Collection

MAPLEWOOD IN THE MEDIA

Stand Firm, November 2005

Winston-Salem Journal, Friday, May 26, 1995
Frances Johnson, Frieda Pepper, Rick Houston Collections

A MAPLEWOOD SCRAPBOOK ...

Frances Johnson, www.maplewoodbc.org Galleries Collections

What happens at Fuddrucker‟s, stays at
Fuddrucker‟s ... Jeanie Houston Collection

Momma and Daddy got me up at the crack of dawn,
bundled me up like an Eskimo and still … no Easter
eggs. Jeanie Houston Collection

Introducing Chiquita Branon …
Maplewood‟s next American Idol.

Frances Johnson Collection

Parker Graham … the
saddest angel. Frances

Johnson Collection

The Maplewood Trio, featuring Jason “Lungs”
Graham and The Pips, Tim “Backup Singer … Way
Backup” Shore and Mitch “Fingers” Davis. Frances

Johnson Collection

If kids will be kids,
what in the world
does that make
Jason and
Suzanne? Frances

Johnson Collection

“Let the little children come to Me. Don‟t stop them, for
the kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (Mark 10:14
HCSB)

The kids of Maplewood are its truest legacy. Those
pictured on this page are today either entering their mid
to late teens or young adulthood. Some have children of
their own being raised right here, where they
themselves first started down the path of faith.

Our first Christmas play, held at the
Yadkin Baptist Association building.

Frances Johnson, Carolyn Graham Collections

Frances Johnson, Carolyn Graham Collections

www.maplewoodbc.org Gallery, Frances Johnson Collections

Jeanie Houston, Frances Johnson Collections

Frances Johnson, Maplewood Quilters,
www.maplewoodbc.org Galleries Collections

Frances Johnson Collection

Houston Family, www.maplewoodbc.org Galleries, Frances Johnson Collections

www.maplewoodbc.org
Galleries, Frances
Johnson, Frieda Pepper
Collections

